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71. Deaf Man in the Shteeble
Just a deaf man in the shteeble,

And to everyone’s surprise.

He comes to shul each Shabbos,

And he prays with tear-filled eyes.

His son he is the Chazan,

Though his voice he’s never heard.
But he sits there,

Enjoying every word.

He watches every motion,

Every gesture that he makes.

And he stays till the very end,

How ever long it takes.

And when the davening is over,

He’s the first to reach his son.

And the deaf man in the shteeble says,
“Well done”.

Now it’s right before Yom Kippor,
And in the shteeble there is fear.

They want to start Kol Nidre,

But the Chazan’s still not there.

Oh, the shul was filled with people,
As the night begins to fall.

But the deaf man’s chair stands empty,
By the wall.

And suddenly the Chazan,

He comes rushing through the door.
He’s wearing his white Chazan’s hat,
He’s never worn before.

He pauses for a moment,

At his father’s empty chair.

And quietly,

He wipes away a tear.

And he runs up to the bima,

For there’s no time left to wait.

And half the shul can hear the rabbi ask,
“How come so late?”

“Oh, just getting ready for Yom Kippor”,
Is all he’d say.

But now,

I’m going up to pray.

And he takes his place around it,

By the holy torah ring.

And in a voice so beautiful,

He begins to sing.

Oh, every heart was broken,

Oh, and every soul turned bright.
From his Kol Nidre,

That Yom Kippor night.

And when he finished davening,
The rabbi asked to tell.

What was it he was thinking of,
That made him sing so well.
“Well you knew my dad was deaf”, he
said,

“Last night he pasted away.

It’s the first time that my father’s,
Heard me pray”.

And he takes his place around it,
By the holy torah ring.

And in a voice so beautiful,

He begins to sing.

Oh, every heart was broken,

Oh, and every soul turned bright.
From his Kol Nidre,

That Yom Kippor night.

Oh, every heart was broken,

Oh, and every soul turned bright.
From his Kol Nidre,

That Yom Kippor night

72. Minyan Man, Shlock Rock

I stepped off the bus in Mobil, Alabama
The sun was slowly setting on the ba-a-ay
It was six o clock on a summer friday
afternoon

Shabbos was an hour away

I walked around the town wondering what
to do

Cause shabbos is no time to be feeling blue
And then I saw a man who looked the
same way too

I was quite relieved to find a fellow jew

I asked the man I saw how many Jews in
this town

He said to me there used to be a minyan
around

But one of us passed away and we’ve been
feeling down

Yet now it seems as though another jew
has been found

Oh wont you stay with us for shabbos
Minyan Man

We walked down Winston Avenue a block
then two more

And went into a shop that read closed on

the door

There was a minyan at the back of a hard-
ware store

Nine men waiting for one more

We ushered in the shabbos with a beautiful
song

The chazzan had a voice that was clear and
strong

We sang out as one all shabbos long

Then maariv came again, I had to be mov-
ing on

I asked the man I saw how many Jews in
this town

He said to me there used to be a minyan
around

But one of us passed away and we’ve been
feeling down

Yet now it seems as though another jew
has been found

Oh wont you stay with us for shabbos
Minyan Man

Now that was twenty years agobut the
vision is clear

And I think about it now and then cause
the place is still dear

And when I make this trip through Mobil
once every year

I remember the men who prayed here
Now the minyan is gone

A few died, some moved on

But the back of the store still remembers
the song

The nine men who waited till one came
along

How shabbos was carried on a song

I asked the man I saw how many Jews in
this town

He said to me there used to be a minyan
around

But one of us passed away and we’ve been
feeling down

Yet now it seems as though another jew
has been found

Oh wont you stay with us for shabbos
Minyan Man
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