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Sukkah 5781: Simple yet Challenging to Accomplish!

The commandment to observe the holiday of Sukkot in the 23rd Perek in Vayikra is stated
very clearly:

NINRAND YD UTNA D'MAYTY 0%7iY NEN NIYA 0'N! NYAY NIN'? AN iNK DNAN|
You shall observe it as a festival of the LORD for seven days in the year; you shall observe it
in the seventh month as a law for all time, throughout the ages.
N0 1Y 7KW NITXN™72 DN NYIY QYD N02
You shall live in booths seven days, all citizens in Israel shall live in booths,
“D2'N7X NIN' IX DX YIXN DNIX 'X'YIN 7X1Y' "2 NIXK 'NAYIN NiDEL D DI'MAT VT [vnY
In order that future generations may know that | made the Israelite people live in booths
when | brought them out of the land of Egypt, | the LORD your G-d.

The question is: what exactly are we remembering from the desert? In Masechet Sukkah, we
find an argument between Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Eliezer:
DNY? 1YY UNn NIIO MAIX Y ITYHIR O NAT 1IN TIAD 12V 78Y N2 DX 'MNAYIN NIDIoA D
As it is taught in a baraita that the verse states: “I made the children of Israel to reside in

sukkot”; these booths were clouds of glory, this is the statement of Rabbi Eliezer. Rabbi Akiva
says: They established for themselves actual sukkot.

The Ramban agrees with Rashi that the Sukkah mentioned in the Torah is referring to the
clouds. However, he explains that the reasoning of the Sukkah for both opinions is the same:
remembering the miracles Hashem did for us. Either with clouds or natural huts, in both
scenarios we were protected and didn’t lack anything reminding us how great Hashem is.

“He has commanded that all future generations should know the deeds of the great G-d,
Who dealt so wondrously with you” (Joel 2:26) sheltering Bnei Israel under the clouds of
His Presence --as in a booth. At the beginning of the dry season, we are commanded to
remember the exodus by making Nisan the first month of the year, and by celebrating
the chag of Pesach; here, at the beginning of the rainy season, a further observance is
commanded, in commemoration of the ongoing miracle that was done for Bnei israel
throughout our 40 years in the wilderness.

According to the opinion that the phrase refers to actual booths, they did begin making
them at the start of the rainy season because of the cold, as people do when they camp,
and that is why our text commands that booths be made at this season. In that case, what
the future generations are supposed to know is that they made their way in the wilderness
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and “found no settled place” (Psalms 107:4) for 40 years. But G-d was with them, and they
“lacked nothing” (Deuteronomy 2:7).

The Rashbam on the other hand wants to stick only with Rabbi Akiva’s opinion and says that
the sukkah is an actual hut, and the reasoning of this holiday is to understand that everything
we receive today is from G-D, as he is the one that gives us power to do.

DO'NNIT IVT JynY, the plain meaning of the text is in agreement with the view expressed in
Sukkah 11 according to which the word nli0 is to be understood literally. The meaning of the
verse would then be: “construct for yourselves the festival of huts when you gather in your
grain and grape harvest (Deuteronomy 16,13) You are to do this at the time you gather in the
produce of the earth and your houses are filled with all the good things the earth produces
such a grain, grape, wine and oil (olives). This is to be done in order that you will remember”
XY 12 DX "MAYIA NIoA 1, in the desert for a period of 40 years when they neither
owned land nor found themselves in a cultivated part of the earth. Remembering all this
you will have ample reason to be grateful to the One Who has provided you with all of your
present wealth and comfort.

If we combine both approaches, we learn that walking into the sukkah we are obligated
to remember: 1) how great G-D is --and with that realization we can understand 2) that
everything we have until this very day all comes from Him.

Sukkot 5781 is definitely a year that we can fully accomplish this request. Looking at the
world today it is very clear that we are completely in the hands of Hashem. This realization
must lead us to the outcome that the Torah commands us on sukkot.

‘DN NYQY D)7 NI 197 DRNNYA
and you shall rejoice before the LORD your G-d seven days.

This part of having ‘full joy’ is the challenging part. The world is hurting; however, the Torah
tells us how to do it -- living before “Hashem,” realizing everything is all from Him- is the
answer to achieving this part as well.

Chag Sameach

Rav Shaul Feldman
Director of Bnei Akiva US & Canada




THE ARBA HiMI

While we all know very well the Arba Minim we take on Sukkot, there are many symbolisms
that are attributed to them, that convey deeper meanings behind the seemingly arbitrary
species that we know so well. Some attribute them as representations of different aspects
of Hashem; some as a representation of Am Yisrael. Some traditions claim they are also
representative of Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, and Yosef, and some claim that each one has
an intrinsic connection with water, an overarching theme for all of Sukkot.

We chose to discuss another tradition, based on the Midrash Tanchuma, which compares
each of the minim to parts of our body, and furthermore that taking the Arbat Haminim
constitutes a tikkun for the misdeeds of that part. In this next section, we will discuss which
part of our body are represented by the Arbat Haminim, and have an activity for each one of
the minim to help us fix those misdeeds.

In the meantime, let’s see if you can match them up correctly!
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Lulav- Spine

Goal: Recognize and give proper thanks to
those who help us, and remember to be humble
- we all need help from others.

The Lulav resembles the spine which has a
dual symbolic representation. On one hand,
our spine is what allows us to stand upright.

It symbolizes confidence, capability, maybe
even chutzpa. On the other hand, it allows us
to bow; show our honor and respect for others. We are commanded on one hand with a lot
of responsibility and great level of expectation, something that may lead to arrogance - 'n>
NTN 7'Nin DX 7 nwy T DXL, But we are also commanded to be humble, and recognize that
Hashem is the source of all of our strength - 7'n NIwY7 N> 17 (NN NIN.

'N;T“0 K72 N1

a person’s spine, seven years after his death, metamorphoses into DY VAW INK7 DR 79 NTY
a snake. The Gemara qualifies the last statement: And this matter
applies only to a case where that person did not bow during the
blessing of thanksgiving, the eighteenth blessing of the Amida prayer.

YD X777 ™7 01 wnl nw)

(abajiam]

Tosfot explains that the reason why the spine turns into a snake is because if we don’t
properly say thanks, it is as if we have acted like a snake:

A. “rebelling” against Hashem by undermining authority, the opposite of what we express
when we bow and thank Hashem, where we recognize that all our good comes from
Hashem.

B. The snake provided an alternative “Torah” - a system of rules that he tricked Adam and
Chava to think was ok, as opposed to our bowing from Hashem, recognizing that we are
servants to Hashem and His Torah only, and that we owe Him our gratitude.

Therefore the spine turns into a snake as mida keneged mida.

Activity: Todah -o- Grams
Write a ‘Todah -o- Gram’ to Hashem, your parents, grandparents, siblings, teachers

neighbors, friends, etc. Go ahead and sneak it into their mailbox or sukkah, put it by their
place setting or just hand it to them.

What You’ll Need: scissors, pens, markers, and other decorative art supplies
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Arava- Mouth (Shmirat Halashon)

Goal: Impart an understanding of the power of our words and
how we can be more mindful of them

The Aravot represent the mouth, which we can use to spread
good or negativity. We should focus on Shmirat Halashon, or
watching what we say, and know the Lashon Harah we say can
have big impacts on other people that we can’t always fix.

Lashon Harah Story:
A person once repeated a story (gossip) about a neighbor. Within a few days everyone in
the community knew the story. The neighbor they had talked about heard what had been
said about them and was very sad. Later, the person who had spread the story learned that
it was not true. He was very sorry and went to a wise rabbi and to ask what he could do to
repair the damage.

After giving this some thought, the Rabbi said to the person, “Go home, get one of your
feather pillows, and bring it back to me.” Surprised by the Rabbi’s response, the person
followed his advice and went home to get a feather pillow and brought it to the rabbi.
“Now,” said the Rabbi, “open the pillow and pull out all the feathers.” Confused, the person
did what the Rabbi said to do.

After a few minutes, the Rabbi said, “Now, | want you to find every one of the feathers and
put them back into the pillow.”

“That’s impossible,” said the person, almost in tears. “The window is open and the wind has
scattered them all over the room
and blown many feathers outside.
| can’t possibly find them all.”
“Yes,” said the Rabbi. “And that is
what happens when you gossip or
tell a story about someone else.
Once you talk about someone,
the words fly from one person’s
mouth to another, just like these
feathers flew in the wind. Once
you say them, you can never take

them back.”
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Activity: Included are several statements of Lashon Hara. Hide them around the house, and
then have a finder try to find and collect all of them. Just so they’re a little easier to find, you
can color them slightly or print them on colored paper. Similar to the Lashon Hara that we
say and the feathers on the story, Lashon Hara can be hard to take back once it’s all spread

out.

The last row is a “free column” where you can write in examples of Lashon Harah you want

to work on not saying this year. Although these examples may be easier to find and collect
than the Lashon Hara we speak, it will still remind us of the importance of Shmirat Halashon.
After you realize how hard it is to find all of them, think about how awesome it would be if

these were good things...

What You’ll Need: Scissors, creative hiding places

| think his shirt is
ugly

Did you hear that
she did badly on the
test?

We lost that game
because of him

You’re not good
enough to be on my
team

| won’t play with her
because she’s
annoying

My brother is so
messy, he gets dirt
all over the place

You’re not cool
enough to eat lunch
with us

She’s so loud, | can’t
believe she talks all
class

He got in trouble for
always forgetting his
homework

She’s mean because
she never shares with
me.

Your drawing looks
terrible, | can’t even
tell what you drew

He’s so slow, he’s
never on time
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Etrog- Heart
Goal: Connect better to those around us

Rav Elimelech of Lizhantsk (Prayer before Shacharit)

Master (Hashem) ,NMNTX
Put into our hearts, that we should see the good qualities X71 172N NN TNR 75 DKW 11172 N
in our fellows, and not their faults. That we should speak
to our fellows in the proper and righteous way that You
desire, and that no hatred of others arises in our hearts.

W'D 1T NN DX TNX 72 12TIW1 DINoN
NXIY DIV 112'72 N7y 781,797 Xl
N7'7n Nan 7y TN

These powerful and impactful words of Rav Elimelech’s Tfilla remind us every day how
important it is to love all those around us, to the extent that we ask Hashem’s help to give
us the strength to see only our friends good qualities, and love and connect with them
more. Given these times, when we cannot interact freely with our friends, neighbors, and
aquantences, we can at least try to learn more about our family.

Activity: Family Trivia!

The Etrog represents the heart of the Arbat
Haminim. We can improve our own hearts in how
we take the time to get to know and understand
each other. Over the past few months, we’ve spent
a lot of time with family. But do we understand each
other better now? Well let’s find out!

Instructions: Have each family member fill out their own sheet and then quiz each other

on the answers. See how much you know and how much you still can learn about your
family. Each answer to another family member’s question that you guess correctly is worth 1
point. See how many points you can get by guessing the answers of all of your parents and
siblings!

For those of you Kahoot!-savvy individuals - make a Kahoot!
Feeling creative? Make your own questions!

What You’ll Need:
Paper, pens, point markers, TV screen (optional if Kahooting), and some hot chocolate (just

for fun)
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Trivia Sheet Suggested Questions:

Name

1: What is your favorite snack?

2: What is your favorite color?

3: What is your favorite Jewish Holiday?

4: Which season is your favorite?

5: Where is your favorite place to visit/vacation?

6: What is your favorite song?

7: What is your favorite subject to learn about?

8: What are two things you’re very good at?

9: Which meal of the day is your favorite?

10: What is your favorite game?

1: What is a pet peeve you have?

12: What is your favorite pizza topping?

13: What is your favorite movie?

14: When is your hebrew birthday?

Points:




Hadas- Eyes

0 2 19 NIAX

[Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakkai] Said to them, go out and see PATY MY AT NITR AR IRY D07 MK
which is the jUSt path that man should Cling to. niv |'V 11):)”( WT.U'I7N 21 .0TRD N
Rabbi Eliezer says, “A good eye”

10

The commentators on this Mishna explain that having a “good eye” means that one is
satisfied with what he has. Many times we may see things that others have (possessions,
honor, etc.) and become jealous and wish we have those as well. This Mishna teaches us to
focus on the things that Hashem has given us, although it is quite hard and there are things
that sometimes can blur or skew our vision.

Activity:

The Hadasim correspond to our eyes, which are super-important because they are the main
source of our perception of the world around us. Let’s Test your ability to see the right
things with these optical illusions!

What do you see in this picture? What animal do you see here?

How many blocks do you see?
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Is this cat going up or down?
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What animal do you see in this picture?

Those of you who have succeeded in focusing correctly will have noticed:
* The dalmatian
* Both a rabbit and a duck
* An impossible image where there are 3 sticks on one side and four on the other
* 12 dots but you can’t really see more than 2 at once
* The cat is going both up and down (but how???)
* The rectangle on the right is darker. ... Just kidding, they’re both the same.

* If you look from far away you will see a cat, but you can’t see it close up

Ponder points:
* What might be some of the things that “skew our vision” and prevent us from being
happy with what we have?

 What are the things that we should be focusing on instead?
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SUKKAN

Water bottle hanging decoration:

Materials: empty water bottles, colored sharpies, scissors, whole
puncher, string.

Take off the sticker from a water bottle. Use sharpies to color

the water bottle with different colors. Cut the water bottle on a
diagonal so that way once it is fully cut it will leave a spiral hanging
design. Whole punch, put a string through, and hang from your
sukkah for a cool decoration!

Citrus fruit poster:

Materials: A lemon or orange, paper, ink. Cut the lemon or orange
in half to get the cross section. Color the open face of the citrus
fruit with ink or any other form of color. Use the fruit as a stamp
on the paper to create fun designs. In the middle, write a Yom Tov

-’

message to your family!

Sukkot straw accessories:

ol 3y -y Materials: paper, pens, scissors.

3 Draw sukkot related images on colored construction paper. Cut out
the shapes and drawings. Cut two slits, one on the top, one on the
bottom, on the drawing. Bend a bit and place the straw through the
openings. Enjoy drinking from this fun straw!

Materials: yellow construction paper, yellow tissue paper, scissors,
glue/tape whole puncher, string. Cut the yellow construction paper
into a big circle. In the center, cut out 5 oval shaped slits to act as
the center of the etrog. Flip the etrog over and place the circle of
yellow tissue paper and attach with glue/tape. Punch a whole in
the top and put through a string. Hang in your sukkah to get some
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Rules:

Choose the order of players and decide who goes first!

When it is your turn, roll the die and move that many spaces on the board.

If you land on a square with a ladder, you will have to complete a challenge. If you complete
the challenge successfully, you can move up the ladder. Otherwise, stay where you are.

If you land on a space with a slide, follow the slide down.

If you land on a space with a slide AND a ladder, you must complete a challenge. If you
succeed in completing the challenge, go up the ladder. If you fail to complete the challenge,
go down the chute.

Whoever reaches Eretz Yisrael first wins!!

When the game is over, play again!

What You’ll Need:

A die

Board game pieces of your choice

Running Shoes Optional - you’re going to need to run fast to complete those challenges

START your journey through the Torah
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Moshe hits Sin of the 0NN IR Moshe is
FINISH The 12 the rock at . golden calf chosen to be
_ Construction| (yayn xon): | The Jews | the leader
Conaratulations! Moshe sples scout | namnn m and o ’
ch)u e the land e of the the Jews are taken | of the Jews
it to Eretz dies cannot enter |  Mishkan receive the out of and speaks
¢ of Israel oo ey o Torah at £ ¢ to Hashem at
Yisrael -~ Har Sinai ayp the burmng
bush
Yaakov had 12 sons with his wives. For Moshe is
this challenge, have another player pick a sent down
category (for example: colors, fruits, farm the nile
animals, jelly bean flavors, etc.) The player while
that lands on this space then has 60 Mi
seconds to list 12 things in that category Iryam
(for example: Color- red, orange, WatCh_es
yellow, green, blue, pink, etc.). over him
Yaakov \
. . osef
gets the Yaakov Yosephis | Yoseph is A Pharaoh
b'r:'_fh;'gtut and|Yaakov runsf  marries sold into | thrownin Phargoh’s enslaves
IS Ta rs .. i
blessir?g away to Leah and | Challenge slavery jail by e AT the JeW'_Sh
{rererel of Charan Rachel by his Pharaoh |. ted people in
Eisav, the first brothers IS promote Egypt
born. in Egypt
Yaakov
and Eisav
are born
NX' NTRY: Hashem
' g Avraham Noach
Avraham is ) Avraham tells :
tries to The Y begins
told to . Avraham e 7:an
Challenge marries Challenge buildi
e save P y (Flood) uilding
sacrifice S Sarah 1717, the ark
Yitzchak on leave your
Har HaMoriah
N home
v : J
Because of the incident of Noach brought pairs of kosher
221 71an (Tower of Bavel) animals with him on the ark. Find
after the 71an, the people something in your house that i .
of the world were spread comes as a pair and bring it to Kaym kills
out and spoke different the place you are playing. You Hevel
languages. Say a complete only have 30 seconds from the
sentence in a language that time you land on the space!
is different than the one you
speak at home.
Adam and i
Adam and s e Kavi g Kayin and
. aylin an
6 days of First Chavaare | 1 iched y Hevel
START . Challenge tricked Hevel are make
Creation Shabbat & removed 2"
by the from Gan born sacrifices
\ Nachash Eden to Hashem
Hashem gave us the power to create! You have 30 seconds to
think of a new invention that would be helpful for mankind! Go!
(vaccines not allowed @)
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